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OPEN FORUM 

SIGMA XI CONVENTIONS 

There has been much discussion of recent years concerning 
the desirability of holding the Sigma Xi convention at some time 
and place apart from the meetings of other organizations. Those 
who are familiar with the hurried session and inadequate considera- 
tion of business items during recent conventions feel a strong sym- 
pathy with this movement. In the amendments presented to the 
last convention by Minnesota provision was made for such a 
separate convention in which each chapter was to be represented by 
one delegate for whom the necessary traveling expenses were to be 
paid from the general funds of the Society. Since the convention 
I have been doing a little figuring and I am afraid that those who 
supported this movement failed to appreciate the tremendous area 
over which our chapters are distributed. I have made from an 
official rate book a calculation of the railroad expenses on this basis. 
If a convention were to be held in Chicago, the railroad fares 
would amount to $900 ; or if in Boston the total railroad fare would 
be $1350. While these figures might be reduced slightly by special 
rates it must be noted that they take no account of .sleeping cars, 
meals, and other expenses en route. I am frank to say that I do 
not believe the Society could possibly finance the proposition. I 
have wondered accordingly whether a compromise plan might not 
be possible. Suppose, for instance, that the general convention be 
located at some point decided upon for scientific meetings, but 
that the date of the convention be put the day before or the day 
after the scientific meetings. If also provision is made to pay the 
extra expenses of delegates and a purely business convention is held, 
which a delegate from each chapter is required to attend, then the 
total cost will be brought within the limit of possibilities, and at 
the same time the Society will gain for its business discussions 
freedom from interruption and from pressure incident to a series 
of meetings in rapid succession which have seriously interfered 
with the efficient work of recent conventions. 

All in all there seems to be no organization or series of organ- 
izations which would call together a wider representation of scien- 
tific men, and consequently furnish better opportunities for securing 
delegates than the meetings of Convocation Week held under the 
auspices of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. XYZ. 
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24 SIGMA XI QUARTERLY 

THE ANNUAL CONVENTION OF SIGMA XI 
NEXT WINTER 

For many years the Society has held its annual convention in 
connection with the meetings of Convocation Week. Appendix V 
of the Constitution orders that the regular time of the meeting 
of the conventions of the Society be on Tuesday evening of the 
week of the meeting of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, and the place be the meeting place of the Associa- 
tion, unless otherwise provided for by the officers of the Society. 

During the coming winter the American Association will meet 
in Atlanta, Georgia. There are evident disadvantages for our organ- 
ization is considering the plan of holding a convention at that 
distance; on the other hand Sigma Xi has not yet exercised the 
influence in the south which it might exert for the development of 
scientific work with especial reference to research. The occasion 
would seem to be one peculiarly adapted for bringing the organiza- 
tion and its ideals before the attention of this section of the country. 

There is an important question as to the form which the meet- 
ing should take. I am sure that the President Cattell would wel- 
come communications on this matter which might be considered in 
formulating the precise plan for the meeting. 

Henry B. Ward. 

MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND SIGMA XI 

Two years ago Dean H. T. Eddy in his President's Address; 
emphasized a feature in the outlook for Sigma Xi which deserves 
careful consideration. Why cannot we have it discussed fully and 
widely? He said: 

"Quite a number of inquiries have also been received, some of 
which raise questions not yet passed upon by the Society. One of 
the most interesting of these is as to our attitude toward university 
schools of medicine reorganized on the basis of modern science and 
actual research. No branch of science is at present undergoing more 
rapid development than medicine, and no branch of applied science 
is annexing larger departments of pure science than medicine. Must 
we not adjust ourselves to measures that will arrange for fuller 
recognition of it?" M. 



